





		
		
			
				
					
						
							Improve your enrolment next year with this research. 									
			Learn More		
								

						
							
						
					

				

			

		

	

	
		
			
				
	
		
			
			
			
			[image: ]
		

						
		


		
			
				
						Subscribe to Top Ten


					
						

	
		
			
			
				
			
		

	

	
		
		
	


					

				

			


			
								
					

	
		
			
			
				
			
		

	

	
		
		
	


				


				
				
						About Us
	Meet the Team
	Our History



	Services
	Research & Consulting
	Case Studies



	Professional Resources
	The Academica Top Ten
	The Indigenous Top Ten
	Research Publications
	Academica Careers
	Academica Events
	Academica Forum



	Contact Us


				


				
				
						About Us
	Meet the Team
	Our History



	Services
	Research & Consulting
	Case Studies



	Professional Resources
	The Academica Top Ten
	The Indigenous Top Ten
	Research Publications
	Academica Careers
	Academica Events
	Academica Forum



	Contact Us


				

				
				
					
						
						
					
				

			

		

	







	
		
							
					
		
			
			
			
			[image: ]
		

							

				

						
									Research & Consulting for Higher Education

				
				
					Canadian Higher Ed's Most Trusted Partner				


									Two decades. Over 100 client institutions.
We're here to help Canadian higher ed move forward.
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									Our Work

								
									Let's Solve it Together

								
									Postsecondary education is a sector dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge, so questions are no stranger to sector professionals. Answers, however, can be hard to find without a little outside help. That's where we come in.
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																	Research

																
																	The data insights you need to form a foundation for your next program, plan, or decision.
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																	Expert guidance to help you understand your current situation, form your next evidence-based plan, and achieve your goals.
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																													Working closely with the knowledgeable and accommodating Academica team not only helped us to achieve our project goals, but to think more broadly about our strategy. 

																												
																															Megan Lambe

																														
																																	Marketing Specialist, Housing and Residences
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																													Insights from all three studies on both domestic and international students have helped refine its marketing messages and materials, both digitally and with traditional media.

																												
																															Tina Roberts

																														
																																	Former Director, Undergraduate Recruitment
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																													The comparisons against competing institutions as well as the historical trend data showed us areas where we had improved and highlighted opportunities for growth

																												
																															Vicki Squires

																														
																																	Manager of Planning, Program Development and Assessment, Student and Enrolment Services Division
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																													This project was able to provide us with a lens through which to see the labour market data for what it is, and to make the best possible decisions for employers

																												
																															Denis Gravelle

																														
																																	Former Chair of Continuing Education
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																													We really feel that we are filling a place in the market for individuals and organizations who want to lift up their people and their results!

																												
																															Jessica Scott

																														
																																	Inaugural Director of PowerED™ 
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																													SLC wanted to know that its new advertising campaign would perform well before going to market

																												
																															Kelly Wiley

																														
																																	Director of Marketing & Communications
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																													Before engaging a creative agency for its next campaign, SFU wanted to ensure it had an evidence-based understanding of its recruitment materials' impact. 

																												
																															Donna Dove 

																														
																																	Associate Director & Strategic Enrollment Management Liaison, Student Success and Strategic Support
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																													This research provided us with the insights we needed to tie our creative marketing efforts to our enrolment goals in a whole new way.

																												
																															Lauren Leal

																														
																																	Manager of Marketing
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													Today's Top Ten

													April 8, 2024

												
											
												
													
														Postsecondary institutions in several parts of the country are using today’s solar eclipse as an educational opportunity for their surrounding communities. Cégep Limoilou, Saint Mary’s University, and the University of British Columbia have joined the group of institutions that are hosting public eclipse viewing events and passing out special protective glasses (and in UBC’s case, edible pin-hole cameras). Brock University’s library has also prepared a collection of “Cosmic Reads” books and videos for people to learn more about eclipses. The University of New Brunswick has partnered with Space Physics Laboratory to install specialized Global Navigation Satellite Systems at 15 schools across the province, which will collect atmospheric data during the eclipse for further analysis.													

												
											
												
													
														The University of Winnipeg says that sensitive personal information from some staff members and students was likely stolen during the recent cyberattack. The university released a list of groups that were most likely to have been affected and added that UWinnipeg will offer two years of credit monitoring to those individuals. “Rest assured that we will carefully consider the results of our investigation with a commitment to emerge from this incident with stronger cyber defences,” read a release from the university.													

												
											
												
													
														The Government of Québec is investing $109M in universities and research centres, which will complement funding from the Canada Foundation for Innovation and support a total of 36 innovation projects across the province. This funding aims to advance QC’s research community by fostering its development and help institutions acquire state-of-the-art equipment for their innovative initiatives. The recipients include institutions such as Concordia University, McGill University, Polytechnique Montréal, Université Laval, Université de Sherbrooke, and several members of the Université du Québec network.													

												
											
												
													
														The Government of Saskatchewan has provided an update on its allocation of international student study permit applications from the Government of Canada. SK’s allocation has increased to 15,054 from its original allocation of 12,000 announced in February. According to SK, this update takes the province’s historical acceptance rate into account and could result in a total of 7,200 study permits granted for the year. SK has also launched an automated provincial attestation letter (PAL) processing system using MyCreds and says it is one of the first provinces to do so.													

												
											
												
													
														In a recent opinion piece for The Conversation, Deena Kara Shaffer (Toronto Metropolitan University) discusses how students must be taught how to learn in order to improve student retention rates. Students who were preparing to enter postsecondary education during the pandemic often demonstrate notable learning gaps, explains Shaffer, including gaps in their understanding of how to learn from a university-level course structure. The author writes that these students benefit from initiatives that help them to develop their learning strategies for planning and prioritization, note-taking, studying and test-taking, and research and groupwork. Shaffer writes that more explicit education on how to learn could help improve student retention across the institution.													

												
											
												
													
														Student advocates at the University of Alberta are taking action to combat what has been dubbed the loneliness epidemic. The “It Starts With Hello” campaign seeks to promote social engagement and foster meaningful connection among students. As part of the project, several new seating areas have been installed across UAlberta’s campus in south Edmonton; the areas are accompanied by posters that include conversation prompts, games, and other resources. “Creating these spaces for students to organically interact, it’s truly so, so vital in developing that connection,” said UAlberta first-year student Nathanael Ip, who is also VP of Outreach for the Friends Across Campus Club. “Because that is, a lot of the times, the biggest barrier. It’s just the hello.”													

												
											
												
													
														Northern College has reaffirmed its ongoing partnership with Interfor to advance the talent pipeline in the forestry sector. Under a new Memorandum of Understanding, the parties will reaffirm teaching partnerships, foster recruitment and employment initiatives, lead applied research, facilitate coop placements, and coordinate on curriculum support and scholarship offerings. “[We] strive to create an educational environment for students that is informed by industry, creating work-ready graduates in each of our programs,” said Northern College President Mitch Dumas. “Memorandums of Understanding like this one with Interfor help us achieve that, providing fertile ground for mutual growth that will benefit all parties involved, as well as strengthening the regional economy.”													

												
											
												
													
														The University of Calgary’s Quantum City has entered a non-binding letter of intent with the venture capitalist firm QAI Ventures. The proposed collaboration will establish the QAI Ventures Accelerator, powered by Quantum City, which will build and promote Alberta’s quantum ecosystem. The accelerator will achieve this by providing entrepreneurs with access to cutting-edge technology, expert guidance, and tailored mentorship as they take their projects from the lab to the market. “Through this partnership, we’ll be able to speed up the process for [start-ups] with innovative ideas to develop their projects into marketable solutions for tomorrow’s problems,” said UCalgary VP (Research) Dr William Ghali.													

												
											
												
													
														Saint Mary’s University’s engineering programming will soon move to a new, more spacious home on campus. SMU shared that it intends to design a new facility over the spring and summer in preparation for the engineering department. The expansion will enhance teaching and learning by providing workspaces for students to design engineering projects and state-of-the-art labs for both students and faculty to use. The new location will enable SMU to grow its engineering program from 240 to 320 students over the next two academic years.													

												
											
												
													
														Peterborough Police Service are investigating two reported break-ins and the theft of tools from Trent University’s carpentry shop. According to Global News, Trent employees discovered that tools were missing from the carpentry shop last week. A review of security footage showed that an individual had entered the building and left with tools; further review found that a person had also previously removed tools from the building in late March. The estimated value of the items stolen across both instances is over $5K.													
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														The Simcoe County District School Board (SCDSB) and Georgian College have signed a memorandum of understanding to bring the college’s Indigenous learning virtual reality (VR) program to students at Regent Park School. Students who take part in the program can learn about the Ojibwe language and culture in VR. Regent Park teacher Laurie Smith said that VR gives students the opportunity to interact using the language in real-life settings. “It’s been incredible as an educator to use the VR headsets because it’s fostering different inter-cultural understanding between non-Indigenous and Indigenous students,” said Smith. Both partners hope to expand the program: SCDSB intends to bring the programming to other schools in its district, while Georgian is in talks with other school boards. “Learning the language is hard. It really is, and the way youth learn today is not the way that they learned 30 years ago. So to entice them, you have to create learning that is fun,” said Georgian Indigenous Studies programming coordinator Michele O’Brien.													

												
											
												
													
														Champlain College Saint-Lambert recently launched a pilot project to offer Kanien’kéha language classes to students in the Indigenous Student Ambassadors (ISA) program. The idea was sparked after students said they would like to take part in language classes. Champlain alumni Iekenhnhenhawi Alexa Montour was hired to teach weekly classes to a group of current students and recently graduated ISA members. Classes take place in an off-campus space, which Champlain’s Indigenous Student Life Counsellor Jennifer Kanerahtorónkwas Paul explained helps to make students feel more comfortable and fosters camaraderie within the group. Paul said that most students in the class are not fluent speakers. “We’re all sponges, we’re trying to absorb as much as we can,” said Paul. “Our language is definitely in that pivotal stage where we want to keep it alive through revitalization.”													

												
											
												
													
														Students from Shoal Lake 40 First Nation’s Harvey Redsky Memorial School have launched a Shoal Lake 40 merchandise line to raise awareness about their community’s role in Winnipeg’s drinking water. Grade 6-8 students designed reusable water bottles, tumblers, and stickers that feature QR codes leading to a website with information about the community’s history and the origin of Winnipeg’s drinking water. While the initiative was initially started to raise funds for a year end trip, students have continued the project to raise awareness about the origin of Winnipeg’s drinking water. The project has given students a way to develop their entrepreneurial skills, learn about money, and raise funds for the school’s Future Business Leaders Project. Red River College Polytechnic President Fred Meier said that the polytechnic has bought decals for each of its water refill stations. “The important part of that is making sure that every time our students, our staff and others are refilling the water, they understand what the source of the water is,” said Meier.													

												
											
												
													
														Nunavut Tunngavik Inc’s Board of Directors recently announced the allocation of funding towards several initiatives related to Inuit early learning and childcare. NTI has allocated $15M to Qikiqtani Inuit Association to construct three daycares in the Qikiqtaaluk. $1.38M has been allocated to the Inunnguinirmut Tukimuattittijiit working group. The group will use the funds to explore options to transform Inuit-led and Inuit-delivered early childhood services and to evaluate the use of funding to govern the Indigenous Early Learning and Child Care system. The NTI Board also approved the Nunavut Inuit Post-Secondary Education Program Policy at this meeting. The policy will support the move toward the implementation of the National Inuit Post-Secondary Education Strategy.													

												
											
												
													
														In an article for The Conversation, University of Victoria scholars Loren Gaudet and Lydia A I Toorenburgh discuss how they developed a first-year university writing course for Indigenous students. The authors explain that the course was built around a key core learning outcome: Feelings of belonging among students. As such, the course provided a “homeroom-style class” for Indigenous students, offering students essential information about navigating both scholarly writing and academic life at UVic. Gaudet and Toorenburgh intentionally fostered community-building by bringing in representatives from Indigenous-specific supports and adopting anti-oppressive grading practices. The authors share the positive feedback from students, including one student who said that the course provided a “very safe space” for them.													

												
											
												
													
														University of New Brunswick education students are preparing to become teachers who can promote reconciliation and decolonization with a course called Indigenous Education. The course includes a sweetgrass smudging ceremony, instruction on how to be a good treaty partner, and information about the issues facing Indigenous people in Canada. Students in the course participate in on-the-land learning with Wabanaki Elders, where they acquire the knowledge and insight they will need to promote reconciliation and decolonization in their future workplaces. Students will combine their learning with hands-on learning opportunities where they will serve Indigenous communities through activities such as planting trees and sweetgrass or working on the Wabanaki longhouse at UNB’s Fredericton campus. The course aims to help them develop the skills needed to design curriculum and consult with Indigenous communities and Elders. “Our goal is to prepare them to be the changemakers of the curriculum in their schools and involve Indigenous communities,” said UNB associate professor Juan Rodriguez.													

												
											
												
													
														Iroquois Ridge High School in Oakville will be undergoing a renaming process after the Halton District School Board (HDSB) received an anonymous complaint that the word “Iroquois” is a “colonial settler term for the Haudenosaunee and seen as a derogatory term,” reports National Post. HDSB manager of communications and engagement Heather Francey said that “to avoid perpetuating further harm,” trustees would not be discussing the school’s current name. Some community members are opposing the decision and questioning a perceived lack of consultation with the school community and the local Indigenous community. Several Haudenosaunee community members spoke about their perspective on the name, including Elder Grandmother Renee Thomas-Hill, who said she understood that the word referred to a kind of messenger. “I would really prefer that they keep their name because that’s history. It talks about the land,” said Thomas-Hill. “When you say Iroquois, because it’s not just one word. It’s a way of life.” According to Village Report, a petition has been started arguing for the school to keep its name.													

												
											
												
													
														The University of Alberta’s Supporting Indigenous Language Revitalization (SILR) initiative has launched a new resource for Indigenous language revitalization. Towards Indigenous Language Revitalization: An Informative Resource highlights the significance of Indigenous language learning and includes key information such as dialects and language structures, oral traditions, and the importance of collective effort. The resource is designed for use in several different contexts: Educators, for example, are encouraged to use the resource when evaluating, creating, or improving educational programs; while postsecondary analysts and policy developers can use the resource to identify practical approaches to support revitalization efforts. “[W]e wanted to provide an abundance of information so that anyone looking at language learning would be inspired, and able to see themselves in this resource as learners, developers and advocates,” said UAlberta SILR Executive Director Pamela McCoy Jones.													

												
											
												
													
														Lakehead University celebrated the renaming of its Indigenous resource centre Nanda Gikendan Gamik, which means “Seek to Know, Seek to Learn Place.” The centre—which is located in the library—offers Indigenous students a welcoming space that is centred around Indigenous knowledge. Students are able to access a variety of resources at the centre: one unique feature of Nanda Gikendan Gamik is its ribbon skirt lending library. Lakehead’s vice provost of Indigenous Initiatives Denise Baxter had students in an Indigenous Learning class design and sew ribbon skirts for others to borrow in the same way they may borrow a library book. Baxter said that the project taught students not only sewing skills, but about reciprocity and responsibility. “We wanted to make sure that we are creating as much opportunity for students to engage in their cultural practice while they’re at school because many of them are away from home,” Baxter said. “Really thinking about: how at Lakehead University do we make this their community as well?”													

												
											
												
													
														As spring begins, several school grounds have played host to Pow Wows. At the postsecondary level, schools such as Conestoga College, Lakehead University, Lambton College, Trent University, and the University of Lethbridge hosted Pow Wows on their campuses. The events at Conestoga, Lakehead, and Trent attracted spectators and participants from across their regions and featured crafts and artisans, guest speakers, and/or a sacred fire in addition to traditional music and dancing. ULethbridge hosted a “mini powwow and dance demonstration” as part of Indigenous Awareness Week in March. Lambton’s Pow Wow will also feature dancers, drumming and singing, and traditional arts and crafts. In British Columbia, Earl Marriott Secondary hosted a Pow Wow event that attracted participants from across the Pacific Northwest. “It’s a huge cultural celebration,” said Earl Marriott teacher Mark Figueira. “It brings people together… all in the spirit of reconciliation and doing that important work.”													
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